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Without 'hesitation, 
Pediatrics Unit Ser
vice Coordinator 
Betty Salvat remem
bers the day she 
.came to the City of 
Hope as November 
12,1958. She started 
as a housekeeper un
der Mrs. Labelle. 
Betty remembers Jan 
Gregory, then head 

of transportation, who was having a problem 
finding steady employees. During a conver
sation, Betty suggested, "What you need is a 
strong girl." Unknowingly she struck a blow 
for woman's lib as our first girl messenger 
when Mrs. Gregory proposed, "How would 
you like to try the job?" Then there was 
"head nurse" Mrs. Shea who noticed how 
well Betty discharged her duties and offered 
to train her as a nursing clerk. Betty also 
became the first girl coordinator. 

Betty Salvat was born in Iowa but con
siders herself a native Californian since she 
came here at age seven. She married quite 
young and considers her six children as City 
of Hope products because they were raised 
on her City of Hope salary. Two of her 
offspring obtained their first jobs with the 
City of Hope. Her oldest daughter, Mar
guerite, was an X-ray receptionist while son, 
John, was an orderly who advanced to gradua
tion from our X-ray school. Betty's youngest 
daughter, Carol, worked as a volunteer. Two 
of her children remain at home - one son 
. employed and the other a sophomore in high 
school. Four of her married children have 
presented this sprightly grandmother with 
six grand children. 

What is most important to Betty is people. 
Her faith is constantly renewed when pa
tients say, "I've never seen a place like this." 
Betty recalls looking up at the Torchbearer's 
Creed while working in the OPD clinic and 
realizing that the City of Hope is people, not 
just a building. Her long range plans envision 
the new Pediatrics unit complete and active, 
continuing our policy so aptly expressed in 
the Creed- to give life meaning and purpose. 

Betty Salvat has found her purpose at the 
City of Hope. - ETHEL WINSLOW 

QUEENS BLOOM ON BLUE DATSUN - The three lovely winners of the City of Hope's Rose Parade 
Float queen competition grace the Datsun 710 to be raffled Jan. 2. They are {I-rl Jackie Mimms, 
Neurosciences' Business Manager; Jackie Robertson, nursing unit clerk in Hillquit; and Queen Karen 
McCurdy, R.N., Home Health Nurse. Proceeds go to employees' Rose Parade Float Fund committee. 

1st City 01 Ho,e llillch·'11 
Btl9S 'tits, 'tillS tllld '"lls 

A lively spirit of give and take marked 
the first City of Hope "Lunch-In" in Pio
neer Park. 

More than 100 staff members lobbed 
questions and suggestions at Medical Center 
Adm. Robert M. Sloane, Executive Medical 
Director Dr. Rachmiel Levine, Assist. Adm . 
Robert Shaw and Personnel Director Ray 
J ones. Assist Personnel Director Bill Brooks 
acted as moderator as employees took the 
opportunity during their lunch hours to 
participate in at least a portion of the 
two-hour session. 

Brown baggers and others juggling take
out lunches ' from the cafeteria exchanged 
ideas, suggestions and complaints with ad
ministration personnel. Between bites of 
fruit and the crunch of potato chips, topics' 
as diverse as the candy bars in vending 
machines to vacation accrual systems and 
transfer policies were investigated. 

Setting the open tone of the event Dr. 

Levine started things off with a wry question 
as to "Why are we trying to get rid of the 
most delightful aspect of working in any 
institution - the enjoyment of gossIp and 
rumors?" Amid the laughter, Bill Brooks 
replied that "we are trying to spice them 
up with some facts." 

And with the laugh that inspired, the 
staff was off and running down a long list of 
subjects. Here are some of the highlights: 

Q. Where is the City of Hope going in 
the future? 

Dr. Levine: We don't expect an expan
sion of hospital beds in the next 10 to 15 
years because many medical areas no longer 
require extensive hospitalization. We do 
see expansion in our research capacity, out-· 
patient services, pathology and investigation 
of genetic disease. We also expect impact 
during the next two to four years from some 
kind of national health insurance. We don't 

(con't. on page 8) 


