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A Student’s Guide to Library Databases 
 
Faculty of 1000 Biology 
Scope and Content: Faculty of 1000 Biology highlights and evaluates papers in the biological sciences 
deemed “interesting” by their panel of over 2000 biology researchers.  The database includes ratings 
and comments from these researchers.  
When to Use: Use Faculty of 1000 Biology to get familiar with key papers and topics in a subject area, 
and to keep up with important work in your field or related fields.  
Tips: Use the My F1000 feature to customize Faculty of 1000 for your interests and receive email 
notifications when new papers in your area(s) of interest are added.  To continue your research, use 
Web of Science or Scopus to find papers that have cited the paper of interest from Faculty of 1000. 
 
Journal Citation Reports (JCR) 
Scope and Content: Published by Thompson Reuters, Journal Citation Reports provides journal impact 
factors and other measures of evaluation for journals.   
When to Use: Use JCR to identify journals in your field with the highest impact factors and view other 
journal metrics.   
Tips: Before making too many assumptions about a journal based on data in JCR, be sure you understand 
how various journal metrics are calculated and what they mean.  Also note that some journal metrics, 
especially impact factor, only provide valid comparison data within a discipline, because citation patterns 
vary widely across disciplines. 
 
PubMed 
Scope and Content: PubMed contains over 20 million citations for biomedical literature published 1947 
to present from MEDLINE, life science journals, and online books.   It is a free resource developed and 
maintained by the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), at the U.S. National Library of 
Medicine (NLM), located at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 
When to Use: Use PubMed when you want to search journal literature in the basic and clinical sciences.   
Tips: Be sure to use the PubMed@COH link on the library’s Biomedical Databases page rather than a 
generic PubMed link.  If you use this customized version, you will be able to link directly to full text from 
library subscriptions from within PubMed.   
Note: MEDLINE is also available via Ovid, a database and full text platform to which the library 
subscribes.  Some users find the Ovid search interface easier to use than PubMed. 
 
SciFinder 
Scope and Content: SciFinder indexes journals, patents, technical reports, books, dissertations, and 
meeting abstracts in biochemistry, organic chemistry, macromolecular chemistry, applied chemistry, and 
physical/inorganic/analytical chemistry from 1907 to present, plus selected records prior to 1907.  It 
also includes the CAS Registry, the CASREACT reaction database, CHEMCATS chemical source 
database, and the CHEMLIST regulatory database. 
When to Use: Use SciFinder to search for chemistry information as described above.   
Tips: Registration is required.  Click the appropriate link in the SciFinder section of the Graff Library’s 
Biomedical Databases page and follow the instructions to register.  You can search SciFinder by chemical 
structure as well as by name or topic.   
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Scopus 
Scope and Content: Scopus, developed and licensed by Elsevier, indexes over 29 million abstracts from 
peer-reviewed journals in science, technology, and medicine, plus scientific web pages from the Scirus 
web search.  It also tracks citations, allowing you to see who has cited a particular article.  Covers life, 
health, physical, and social sciences.  Records with abstracts and citation data go back to 1996; older 
references without abstracts or citation databases are available. 
When to Use: Use Scopus when you want to search beyond the biomedical literature indexed in 
PubMed—other science or social science disciplines, web pages, etc.—or when you want to find articles 
that have cited a particular article.  You can also use Scopus to help you find the right journal in which to 
publish your research.   
Tips: Create alerts to notify you via email or RSS when a particular article is cited.  If you have published, 
view your author profile to see information about who is citing you.  
 
Web of Knowledge  
Scope and Content: Published by Thompson Reuters, Web of Knowledge indexes the published literature 
of many disciplines, as it contains citations from Science Citation Index Expanded, Social Sciences 
Citation Index, and Arts & Humanities Citation Index.  The Science Citation Index portion covers 
published scientific literature from 1994-present.   
When to Use: Use Web of Knowledge when you want to search beyond the biomedical literature 
indexed in PubMed, and especially when you want to search literature from the social sciences or 
humanities.  Web of Knowledge is especially valuable for finding articles that have cited another article.   
Tips: Create alerts to notify you via email or RSS when a particular article is cited. 
  
 
 


